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From Friday, April 17th, 1998 ABC NEWS Nightline with Ted Koppel. This episode covers the 1997 Red 
River floods of Grand Forks, North Dakota and East Grand Forks, Minnesota one year afterwards. Thankfully 
no one was killed. However, the flood left hundreds homeless, Downtown Grand Forks on fire and $3.5 
billion in damages. 
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don't panic be calm get to high ground and no mandatory evacuation this is mandatory get belongings they 
mean nothing at this point it was in april they'd never forget and then all of a sudden it looked over and a 
manhole cover got blown up into the air beam me up scotty let me out of here third street uh the top the roof 
of the building has been burned off we never thought in our whole lives that we would ever be a part of 
something like this when we come through this if we can say we have lost no citizens no people we have 
won the battle tonight after the flood stories from grand forks from abc news this is nightline reporting from 
washington ted koppel back on the 8th of april it was alabama where a single massive tornado killed 33 
people yesterday it was tennessee kentucky and arkansas where a total of 11 people were killed by twisters 
all in all since february those sudden violent storms have killed more than a hundred across a range of nine 
southern states but tonight we're going to focus our attention for the second time this week on one of 
nature's rampages that took place exactly one year ago and there's a measure of logic to that not that the 
dead can ever be replaced they can't but the survivors who in the immediate wake of a natural disaster may 
feel that they will never come back never recover never overcome the terrible feeling of loss those of you 
who may be watching tonight in manila arkansas or metcalf county kentucky or in wayne county tennessee 
we'd like you to see what can happen 
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we'd like you to see what can happen when members of a community reach out to help one another as 
people did in grand forks north dakota following the worst floods in anyone's memory nothing ever goes back 
to being the way it was before and some parts of people's lives get bruised and damaged in ways that are 
never fully repaired but allow yourselves a glimmer of hope by looking at what happened to a community 
after the flood i'm a downtown guy in grand forks i like to jokingly call an inner city guy last year at this time 
kim holmes was tending to a different restaurant a restaurant downtown i thought there's two things i was 
never going to do and that was have a restaurant in the south end of town on a strip mall and here i am 
having the best business i've ever had so this goes to show you you don't know anything last year at this 
time kim holmes life was about to change drastically it was getting pretty tense the weather service kept 
saying uh it'll crest at 48 49 feet and then all of a sudden uh weather services guesstimations kept getting 
higher and higher the red river in grand forks is now expected to crest at 53 feet i kept thinking oh my you 
know my sandbag job worked my sandbank child worked with a fool he decided to remain in his restaurant 
and then all of a sudden he looked over and a manhole cover got blown up into the air beam me up scotty let 
me out of here so i i jumped in my car my brother-in-law lives in the northwest part of town and that's where 


my wife was and so i said well enough of this macho crap i'm getting out of here you could stand up in your 
boat and and your chest would hit that awning and the water was coming down this street sometimes at a 
rate of 10 feet per second and the water was 
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10 feet per second and the water was moving so fast to the north that it created white water rapids bo 
bateman was a volunteer rescue worker during the flood if you're in a situation where you can't do anything 
about your own house mine was flooded like everybody else you want to be doing something so it's it's 
almost therapeutic to be working in the town a lot of people would have given a lot to do what i was doing 
instead of just being able to stay with relatives and not not lend a hand i ran every stop sign in town for 12 
days never dreamed i'd do that so the water's really cold and then bear in mind it's coming here through all 
those neighborhoods there's propane tanks that are floating a couple of boats escaped and they were going 
down the river and anything you can imagine i tried to come back the next morning and the national guard 
caught me and says you can't go down there i said why not i've got a uh i gotta check on my building in my 
restaurant it's under water pal i said what yeah yeah you're you're it's under water and the water's four or five 
feet deep down there i said get out of here yeah i get then you get out of here the water was over my knees it 
was going so strong that i got out of the humvee and i almost got sucked down and i had to hold on to a pole 
and you know work my way in and i made the mistake of looking in the front window well it just tore me up i 
started bawling and i just lost it the floodwaters set off electrical fires in downtown the roof of the building has 
been burned off you can see the flame coming through from a couple floors down there flames coming from 
the main level as well coming out almost every one of the windows kim's building was spared but grand forks 
would eventually lose 11 buildings we never thought in our whole lives that we would ever be a part of of 
something like this this only happens to other people it doesn't happen to us craig and melissa silvernagle 
lost their apartment everything they own 
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everything they own our den window in our bedroom window and just a few blocks away craig's advertising 
business was in jeopardy i don't know what's going to happen uh if my business is not burned i don't know 
what's going to happen i mean a big part of our clientele or local businesses um you know what happens to 
to you know the physical business is there but what about the business to run the business i don't know what 
happens when we get back they were being sustained they said by the generosity of family friends and 
strangers i know that in one case in particular one individual called to see a tony to find out my size my pant 
size and three pair jeans were in a bag that was made to look like they were used pants they were brand 
new that's some that's kind of people that have been taking care of us so we're okay and another potential 
loss the home they had hoped to buy i think if there's one thing right now that we can hope for is that we get 
to be back to grand forks we go to 1028 belmont road we find that the basement's full of water and that the 
top floor is bone dry and we clean that basement out and we move in and we start rebuilding more on the 
silver nagles and kim holmes a bit later in the broadcast but first when we come back one farmer struggled to 
save his livelihood they were in that between those two trees right over 
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over right over there western minnesota in early april 1997 would give grand forks a glimpse of what it would 
soon face here the rivers that laced the landscape flooded then froze turning farmland into lakes as deep as 
five feet covered by a layer of ice farmer ken visser had already lost dozens of pigs to flooding he had reason 
to fear for his cattle well everything is ice between here and there and we're kind of afraid that the cattle are 
will try and cross it and fall in and there's not really a whole lot they can do once they fall through ice shoot 
there's one of them in already i got a goal there's one hymn over there for five hours ken worked to free nine 
cattle all but three ground we don't dwell on these things you really don't have time uh it's something that's 
it's going to be etched in our memories for probably as long as we live he needed a good crop in 97 he said it 
didn't happen i always felt that the flood wasn't going to be a determining factor on whether i just wanted to 


farm or not but it's the the struggles we're having now that's i think that's causing me to feel that it's it's time 
ice was a factor in the grand forks flood too increasing the severity of flooding by blocking the flow of water 
90 percent of the city was evacuated few houses were spared not even the mayor's house or so she thought 
at the time as i talked to you this morning my own home is going under uh it may not be totaled but now i am 
in the same bucket with the rest of you when we went back concrete wall was 
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when we went back concrete wall was cracked so we had that was from the force of the water so i know the 
water was there but i had not gotten a drop of water we did not get water so people teased me because i 
said i felt so guilty but i knew i i mean i just i didn't have time to think about it because i had so many people 
to take care of and so many of the people have just said well the lord knew what you could handle and he'll 
only give you so much and you had all you could take and i you know i have dug in really deep to help other 
people so i don't feel guilty anymore liz fetter covers city government for the grand forks hillary clinton on a 
national level there was a lot of compassion for the people of grand forks because here you had this five foot 
tall mayor who had been the mayor's secretary for 32 years who was suddenly in charge of getting her city 
through the worst natural disaster in the history of the state of north dakota president clinton came to see the 
disaster area for himself and to offer hope to the flood victims and i was told i was going to give the main talk 
at the table and i thought oh my goodness and but you know i didn't have time to be frightened or afraid or 
say you know this is the president i was talking to an individual that could give hope to our people and that's 
how i treated it you coming today mr president you bring this hope when i did give the talk that day it wasn't 
very hard for me to give because i looked at the people in the audience and the hurt on our people's faces 
they were all displaced and families were separated and nobody knew what was going to happen that's 
when i said you know buildings do not make a community it's the people and the faith and spirit that are in 
those people that make a community i told someone the other day that when pat was lobbying in washington 
and meeting with all of these male politicians and when she spoke with hud secretary andrew cuomo she 
looked him in the eye and said i have complete faith in you i know you're going to do what's right for 
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know you're going to do what's right for my community and i think these men would have felt guilty if they 
hadn't helped her i didn't cry during the flight you were like you were almost in a state of shock and i had an 
opportunity on sunday to go to saint peter minnesota and that's where they peter st peter and comfrey 
minnesota where they suffered the tornados over the weekend and when i saw their cities then i cried 
because it's all over again in a different form and it's uh when i was going through it you and our city you are 
so intense on making sure your people are cared for that you uh you don't think of anything else and it's just 
been like i said emotionally physically financially draining to everyone the citizenry of the city just amazed me 
because they're coming and uh they just said we'll do it and uh i slept for a couple of days and and uh you 
know cursed a little bit and and uh what was me kind of stuff but uh then that's enough get get it out of your 
system and go after it and and so we did restaurant owner kim holmes oh baby honey you know what i like 
one ice machine that's what i like yeah i guess that's special for today my whole crew god bless them um 
you're only as good as your staff and so we mucked it out and uh boy they pissed and moaned about it but 
they were there every day and that right honey really gotta love me to do this stuff huh the federal 
government gave 172 million dollars to grand forks to help the town rebuild the commerce department 
awarded them 
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the commerce department awarded them another three million dollars today joan crock heir to the 
mcdonald's fortune offered up to two thousand dollars for almost every homeless family in the grand forks 
area a fact not forgotten by the people a preview of a concert to be performed on the anniversary riverside so 
when we come back a new home for craig and melissa silverneagle and a new life so we lost about 750 
homes in the flood and we'll probably lose about another 300 with the dike blind and it's real sad i can't even 


at this point sometimes uh can't even drive through those neighborhoods because it it's depressing the 
lincoln drive neighborhood hit worst by the flood is eerie a ghost town some signs lean against abandoned 
houses others are spray-painted former rescue worker bo bateman there's 
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former rescue worker bo bateman there's one that said we aren't what we own it was written on a big pile of 
garbage in front of houses you know i've tried to keep spirits up and tried to be positive that there are days 
that you need to just turn away from it and do your job and not look at it because it's very hard to take so i 
believe the sooner that we can get that done the better it's going to be because then people can go on with 
their lives and they won't forget but at least it isn't a daily reminder 200 families are still homeless in the 
grand forks area many of these live in what's called femaville a trailer park on the outskirts of town named for 
the federal emergency management agency the trauma of the flood is still present in the last part of 1997 
which was about six months post flood we saw a very dramatic increase about 47 percent increase in our 
abuse and rape crisis program that really points to national trends that show that six months after disaster is 
when a community is really suffering and some of the after effects really start taking place hi kathy it's janelle 
region ball and with the anniversary of the flood calls to community mental health lines are surging stress of 
the last year has been quite high for a number of people and when you're under a lot of stress sometimes 
you abandon your usual coping mechanisms that have worked or you just don't take the time to do some of 
the healthy things you used to do craig and melissa silva nagel were lucky though oh goodness that's right 
after weeks of living with melissa's parents they bought the house they wanted it had been spared major 
flood damage it's nice to have a place to live and uh we're we're pretty fortunate there's a lot of folks that are 
still still suffering without a home and and i 
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still suffering without a home and and i don't know where they're going to be and so we're we feel pretty lucky 
and another thing well yesterday we took him for a little walk two week old sam i don't know if i'd call hima 
flood baby but he's pretty darn close it was kind of overwhelming at first the focus in my life now is not how 
much money can i make and and how can i build up my company and really it's to is to make a living and to 
be able to spend time where i want to spend time and that's with with my wife and with my son you have 
some need paul okay kim holmes was able to open a new restaurant in a different location seven weeks 
after the flood a community that my customers that came in and really stepped up and says what can we do 
for you i will never walk by the salvation army christmas bell ringer without dropping folding money in there i 
mean first of all being in the kitchen they had the best food as part of a special issue the grand forks herald 
plans to run another edition of the grid a kind of community bulletin board that allowed friends and family to 
connect with one another during the flood but this grid will be different this one will give citizens the chance to 
say thank you who would you say thanks to goldtown [Music] what can you say there's not a not a person 
that i've come in contact with in this community from guys pumping gas to checkers in the in the in the 
grocery store that don't have a smile on their face and and uh you know everybody uh the mayor still 
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you know everybody uh the mayor still smiling god bless her and uh you know our city council nobody signed 
on for this gig no one and they're all there and they're all working their tails off and doing the best they can 
and this community if you didn't believe in it before the flood if you don't believe in it now you don't belong 
here i mean these people are great the best and i'll be back in a moment 


END 


